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The World Economy: Historical Statistics

Portugal attacked Morocco in 1415 with intent to conquer and get access to African gold. It
captured Ceuta, and, by 1521, established several bases on its Atlantic coast, but Moroccan forces
recaptured these in 1541 and in 1578 annihilated a Portuguese invasion force. However, Portuguese
innovations in the design of ships and navigational instruments made it possible to circumnavigate
Africa and trade directly with India and other Asian destinations from 1497 onwards.

Table 6-3. World Gold Output by Major Region, 1493-1925
(million fine ounces)

1493-1600 1601-1700 1701-1800 1801-50 1851-1900 1901-25

Africa 8.153 6.430 5.466 2.025 23.810 200.210

Americas 8.976 19.043 52.014 22.623 140.047 152.463

Europe 4.758 3.215 3.480 6.034 17.379 8.296

Asia 0.085 6.855 49.150 51.900

Australasia 104.859 62.658

Other 1.080 0.161 0.161 0.498 0.986

World 22.968 28.849 61.206 38.036 336.231 477.527

Note: There are 32 150 fine ounces in a metric ton.
Source: R.H. Rigway, Summarised Data of Gold Production, US Dept of Commerce, 1929, p. 6.

Table 6-4. Akan (Ghanaian) Gold Production and Exports, 1400-1900
(million fine ounces)

1400-1500 1501-1600 1601-1700 1701-1800 1801-1900

Production 1.350 2.700 4.200 3.100 2.650

Exports to Maghreb 0.750 1.450 1.000 0.800 0.250

Exports to Europe 0.550 1.150 3.000 2.000 2.650

Note: There are 32 150 fine ounces in a metric ton.
Source: T.F. Garrard, Akan Weights and the Gold Trade, Longman, London, 1980, pp. 163-6.

Table 6-5. Slave Exports from Black Africa, 650-1900, by Destination
(000)

650-1500 1500-1800 1800-1900 650-1900

Americas 81 7 766 3 314 11 159

Trans-Sahara 4 270 1 950 1 200 7 420

Asia 2 200 1 000 934 4 134

Total 6 551 10 716 5 448 22 713

Source: P.E. Lovejoy (2000), Transformations in Slavery, CUP, pp. 19, 26, 47, 142 and 147. His figures for the Americas are bigger than
those of Curtin (see Table 4-4). Curtin’s total for 1500-1870 is 9.4 million compared to more than 11 here. Part of the difference is
that Curtin shows arrivals whereas Lovejoy does not allow for deaths in transit. The difference is also due to Lovejoy’s use of the
Du Bois archive in Harvard. So far, this appears to be available only as a CDROM, without the meticulously documented description
of the source material which Curtin provided.




