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Table 8–3. The China/West European Dichotomy, 1–2001 AD

China West Europe

Population (million)

1 59.6 24.7
1000 59.0 25.4
1300 100.0 58.4
1400 72.0 41.5
1500 103.0 57.3
1820 381.0 133.0
1913 437.1 261.0
1950 546.8 304.9
2001 1 275.4 392.1

Per Capita GDP (1990 int. $)

1 450 450
1000 450 400
1300 600 593
1400 600 676
1500 600 771
1820 600 1 204
1913 552 3 458
1950 439 4 579
2001 3 583 19 256

GDP (billion 1990 int $)

1 26.8 11.1
1000 26.6 10.2
1300 60.0 34.6
1400 43.2 28.1
1500 61.8 44.2
1820 228.6 160.1
1913 241.3 902.3
1950 239.9 1 396.2
2001 4 569.8 7 550.3

Source: HS–1, HS–5, and HS–8 basic tables, Maddison (1998 and 2001).

iv) Kenneth Pomeranz (2000) presents a fascinating comparative picture of Chinese economic
performance in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The comparison is mainly with Western
Europe. There are many penetrating insights into the differences between these two areas. His main
argument is that both were subject to Malthusian/ecological constraints, that Chinese performance
was in many respects better than that of Europe before 1800. He suggests that Western Europe was “a
non–too–unusual economy; it became a fortunate freak only when unexpected and significant
discontinuities in the late eighteenth and especially nineteenth centuries enabled it to break through
the fundamental constraints of energy and resource availability that had previously limited everyone’s
horizons”. Pomeranz relies mainly on illustrative evidence and partial indicators of performance to
back his judgement. There are only four tables with no attempt at macro–quantification (except for his
comparison of life expectancy). He does not provide a chronological profile of development in Europe
or China before and beyond his point of comparison. He has one passing reference to Needham, and
little discussion of the forces affecting the divergent development of technology in China and Europe.
His conclusions are very different from mine. In Maddison (1998) I concluded that Western Europe
drew level with China in the fourteenth century and that its average per capita level was twice the
Chinese in 1820 (see Table 8–3).




